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JOHN BROWN LETTERS, 17 

THE JOHN BROWN LETTERS. 



Found in the Virginia State Library in 1901. 



[Introduction- Continued.] 



A grave question of fact has been raised anew by the recent 
discussion of the Brown letters and the Harper's Ferry incident. 
Did Frederick the Great present a sword to Washington, accom- 
panied with the handsome sentiment: " From the oldest to the 
greatest general?" Stated more narrowly, did he present a 
sword, with or without the sentiment ? 

Notwithstanding Col. Lewis Washington's postive testimony 
before the Senate Committee, heretofore quoted, the conclusion 
is unavoidable, after patient investigation, that the tradition is a 
myth. Not one of Washington's many biographers mentions 
the sword, and surely every one of them would have been glad 
to chronicle so notable an incident if there had been any histori- 
cal basis for it. Again, there have been elaborate and ex- 
haustive catalogues published about Washington's personal 
belongings, and the swords have been described in minute 
detail. No mention is made of a sword presented by Fred- 
erick. 

The distinguished Virginian and author. Dr. Moncure D. 
Conway, now of New York, has kindly aided me in my investi- 
gation, and I venture to quote from a letter lately received from 
him, under date of April 9. 

"I endeavored many years ago to find out just when the 
Frederick legend, which arose in 1780, about an equally myth- 
ical portrait, became associated with the sword. I could find 
no earlier mention of it than that of the Hon. Mr. Summers, of 
Kanawha, in 1843, when he presented another Washington 
sword to Congress. Summers did not, however, quote any 
words of Frederick as accompanying it. Of course the legend 
of a sword must have existed in the family previously, but if the 
alleged words of Frederick had then (1843) been connected with 
the sword alluded to, Summers would probably have quoted 
them. 

1 
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"Washington did possess a sword sent him from Germany 
by a manufacturer of weapons, named Alte, at Solingen. It 
bears an inscription laudatory of the ' Condemner of despotism,' 
etc. , but not at all resembling the sentence ascribed to Frederick. 
The inscription is in German, and it is possible that some of the 
family * * * regarded it as sent by Frederick; though it would 
be still difficult to discover how it became associated with the 
sword at Albany. About the latter the late George Howell, 
State Librarian, wrote me from Albany twelve years ago that on 
seeing it he thought the sword, with its steel beads, a very nig- 
gardly present to be sent by Frederick to Washington; and one 
report that I saw of Prince Henry's visit to it led me to suspect 
that he was rather ashamed of it. 

"The German, Alte, sent his sword over by his son, who, 
instead of delivering it to Washington, sold it to some broker 
shop in Philadelphia for $30. A friend of the President found 
it there and carried it to Washington (1795), who was much 
puzzled and had inquiries made by his Minister in Holland. I 
do not know where it is now." 

The LaFayette pistols were genuine, and one of them is now 
in the State Library of New York. Dr. Conway writes me that 
the other, having been lent to a gentleman for an attraction at 
some charitable exhibition, was stolen from his hotel in Phila- 
delphia, and has never been recovered. 

The report of Col. Robert E. Lee, herewith published, gives 
in brief exactness the story of the capture of Brown and his co- 
conspirators, and, with what I have written, constitutes, I hope, 
a sufficient introduction to the letters. 



Col. R. E. Lee's Report. 

Headquarters Harper's Ferry, 

October 19, 1859. 
Colonel : I have the honor to< report, for the information of 
the Secretary of War, that on arriving here on the night of the 
17th instant, in obedience to Special Orders No. 194 of that 
date from your office, I learned that a party of insurgents, about 
11 p. m. on the 16th, had seized the watchmen stationed at the 
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armory, arsenal, rifle factory, and bridge across the Potomac, 
and taken possession of those points. They then dispatched 
six men, under one of their party, called Captain Aaron C. 
Stevens, to arrest the principal citizens in the neighborhood and 
incite the negroes to join in the insurrection. The party took 
Colonel L. W. Washington from his bed about 1% a. m. on 
the 17th and brought him, with four of his servants, to this place. 
Mr. J. H. Allstadt and six of his servants were in the same 
manner seized about 3 a. m., and arms placed in the hands of 
the negroes. Upon their return here, John C. Cook, one of the 
party sent to Mr. Washington's, was dispatched to Maryland 
with Mr. Washington's wagon, two of his servants and three 
of Mr. Allstadt's for arms and ammunition, &c. As day ad- 
vanced, and citizens of Harper's Ferry commenced their usual 
avocations, they were separately captured, to the number of 
forty, as well as I could learn, and confined in one room of the 
fire-engine house of the armory, which seems early to have been 
selected as a point of defence. About 11 a. m. the volunteer 
companies from Virginia began to arrive, and the Jefferson 
Guards and volunteers from Charlestown, under Captain J. W. 
Rowen, I understood, were first on the ground. The Ham- 
tramck Guards, Captain V. M. Butler; the Shepherdstown 
Troop, Captain Jacob Rienahart; and Captain Alburtis's com- 
pany from Martinsburg arrived in the afternoon. These com- 
panies, under the direction of Colonels R. W. Baylor and John 
T. Gibson, forced the insurgents to abandon their positions at 
the bridge and in the village, and to withdraw within the armory 
inclosure, where they fortified themselves in the fire-engine 
house, and carried ten of their prisoners for the purpose of in- 
suring their safety and facilitating their escape, whom they 
termed hostages, and whose names are Colonel L. W. Wash- 
ington, of Jefferson county, Virginia; Mr. J. H. Allstadt, of 
Jefferson county, Virginia; Mr. Israel Russell, justice of the 
peace, Harper's Ferry; Mr. John Donahue, clerk of Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad; Mr. Terence Byrne, of Maryland; Mr. 
George D. Shope, of Frederick, Maryland ; Mr. Benjamin Mills, 
master armorer, Harper's Ferry arsenal; Mr. A. M. Ball, mas- 
ter machinist, Harper's Ferry arsenal; Mr. J. E. P. Dainger- 
field, paymaster's clerk, Harper's Ferry arsenal; Mr. J. Burd, 
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armorer, Harper's Ferry arsenal. After sunset more troops 
arrived. Captain B. B. Washington's company from Win- 
chester, and three companies from Fredericktown, Maryland, 
under Colonel Shriver. Later in the evening the companies 
from Baltimore, under General Charles C. Edgerton, second 
light brigade, and a detachment of marines, commanded by 
Lieutenant J. Green, accompanied by Major Russell, of that 
corps, reached Sandy Hook, about one and a half mile east 
of Harper's Ferry. At this point I came up with these last- 
named troops, and leaving General Edgerton and his command 
on the Maryland side of the river for the night, caused the ma- 
rines to proceed to Harper's Ferry, and placed them within the 
armory grounds to prevent the possibility of the escape of the 
insurgents. Having taken measures to halt in Baltimore the 
artillery companies ordered from Fort Monroe, I made prepara- 
tions to attack the insurgents at daylight. But for the fear of 
sacrificing the lives of some of the gentlemen held by them as 
prisoners in a midnight assault, I should have ordered the attack 
at once. 

Their safety was the subject of painful consideration, and to 
prevent, if possible, jeopardizing their lives, I determined to 
summon the insurgents to surrender. As soon after daylight as 
the arrangements were made Lieutenant J. E. B. Stewart, ist 
cavalry, who had accompanied me from Washington as staff 
officer, was dispatched, under a flag, with a written summons 
(a copy of which is hereto annexed marked A). Knowing the 
character of the leader of the insurgents, I did not expect it would 
be accepted. I had therefore directed that the volunteer troops, 
under their respective commanders, should be paraded on the 
lines assigned them outside the armory, and had prepared a 
storming party of twelve marines, under their commander, Lieu- 
tenant Green, and had placed them close to the engine-house 
and secure from its fire. Three marines were furnished with 
sledge-hammers to break in the doors, and the men were in- 
structed how to distinguish our citizens from the insurgents; to 
attack with the bayonets and not to injure the blacks detained 
in custody unless they resisted. Lieutenant Stewart was also 
directed not to receive from the insurgents any counter proposi- 
tions. If they accepted the terms offered, they must imme- 
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diately deliver up their arms and release their prisoners. If they 
did not, he must, on leaving the engine-house, give me the sig- 
nal. My object was, with a view of saving our citizens, to have 
as short an interval as possible between the summons and attack. 
The summons, as I had anticipated, was rejected. At the con- 
certed signal the storming party moved quickly to the door and 
commenced the attack. The fire-engines within the house had 
been placed by the besieged close to the doors. The doors 
were fastened by ropes, the spring of which prevented their 
being broken by the blows of the hammers. The men were, 
therefore, ordered to drop the hammers, and, with a portion of 
the reserve, to use as a battering-ram a heavy ladder, with which 
they dashed in a part of the door and gave admittance to the 
storming party. The fire of the insurgents up to this time had 
been harmless. At the threshold one marine fell mortally 
wounded. The rest, led by Lieutenant Green and Major Rus- 
sell, quickly ended the contest. The insurgents that resisted 
were bayoneted. Their leader, John Brown, was cut down by 
the sword of Lieutenant Green, and our citizens were protected 
by both officers and men. The whole was over in a few minutes. 

After our citizens were liberated and the wounded cared for, 
Lieutenant-Colonel S. S. Mills, of the 53rd Maryland regiment, 
with the Baltimore Independent Greys, Lieutenant B. F. Simp- 
son commanding, was sent on the Maryland side of the river to 
search for John G. Cook, and to bring in the arms, &c, belong- 
ing to the insurgent party, which were said to be deposited in a 
school-house two and a half miles distant. Subsequently, 
Lieutenant J. E. B. Stewart, with a party of marines, was dis- 
patched to the Kennedy farm, situated in Maryland, about four 
and a half miles from Harper's Ferry, which had been rented by 
John Brown and used as the depot for his men and munitions. 
Colonel Mills saw nothing of Cook, but found the boxes of arms 
(Sharp's carbines and belt revolvers), and recovered Mr. Wash- 
ington's wagon and horses. Lieutenant Stewart found also at 
the Kennedy farm a number of sword pikes, blankets, shoes, 
tents, and all the necessaries for a campaign. These articles 
have been deposited in the government store-house at the 
armory. 

From the information derived from the papers found upon the 
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persons and among the baggage of the insurgents, and the state- 
ment of those now in custody, it appears that the party consisted 
of nineteen men — fourteen white and five black. That they 
were headed by John Brown, of some notoriety in Kansas, who 
in June last located himself in Maryland, at the Kennedy farm, 
where he has been engaged in preparing to capture the United 
States works at Harper's Ferry. He avows that his object was 
the liberation of the slaves of Virginia, and of the whole South; 
and acknowledges that he has been disappointed in his expecta- 
tions of aid from the black as well as white population, both in 
the Southern and Northern States. The blacks whom he forced 
from their homes in this neighborhood, as far as I could learn, 
gave him no voluntary assistance. The servants of Messrs. 
Washington and Allstadt, retained at the armory, took no part 
in the conflict, and those carried to Maryland returned to their 
homes as soon as released. The result proves that the plan was 
the attempt of a fanatic or madman, which could only end in 
failure; and its temporary success was owing to the panic and 
confusion he succeeded in creating by magnifying his numbers. 
I append a list of the insurgents (marked B). Cook is the 
only man known to have escaped. The other survivors of the 
expedition, viz: John Brown, A. C. Stevens, Edwin Coppic, and 
Green Shields (alias S. Emperor), I have delivered into the 
hands of the marshal of the western district of Virginia and the 
sheriff of Jefferson county. They were escorted to Charlestown 
by a detachment of marines, under Lieutenant Green. About 
nine o'clock this evening I received a report from Mr. Moore, 
from Pleasant Valley, Maryland, that a body of men had, about 
sunset, descended from the mountains, attacked the house of 
Mr. Gennett, and from the cries of murder and screams of the 
women and children, he believed the residents of the valley were 
being massacred. The alarm and excitement in the village of 
Harper's Ferry was increased by the arrival of families from 
Sandy Hook, fleeing for safety. The report was, however, so 
improbable that I could give no credence to it, yet I thought it 
possible that some atrocity might have been committed, and I 
started with twenty-five marines, under Lieutenant Green, accom- 
panied by Lieutenant Stewart, for the scene of the alleged out- 
rage, about four and a half miles distant. I was happy to find 
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it a false alarm. The inhabitants of Pleasant Valley were quiet 
and unharmed, and Mr. Gennett and his family safe and asleep. 

I will now, in obedience to your dispatch of this date, direct 
the detachment of marines to return to the navy-yard at Wash- 
ington in the train that passes here at \% a. m. to-night, and 
will myself take advantage of the same train to report to you in 
person at the War Department. I must also ask to express my 
thanks to Lieutenant Stewart, Major Russell, and Lieutenant 
Green, for the aid they afforded me, and my entire commenda- 
tion of the conduct of the detachment of marines, who were at 
all times ready and prompt in the execution of any duty. 

The promptness with which the volunteer troops repaired to 
the scene of disturbance, and the alacricty they displayed to sup- 
press the gross outrage against law and order, I know will elicit 
your hearty approbation. Equal zeal was shown by the presi- 
dent and officers of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
in their transportation of the troops, and in their readiness to 
furnish the facilities of their well-ordered road. 

A list of the killed and wounded, as far as come to my know- 
ledge, is herewith annexed (marked C), and I enclose a copy of 
the " Provisional Constitution and ordinances for the people of 
the United United States," of which there were a large number 
prepared for issue by the insurgents. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
Colonel Commanding. 
Colonel S. Cooper, 
Adjutant- General U. S. Army, Washington City, D. C. 



A. 
Headquarters Harper's Ferry, 

October 18, 1859. 
Colonel Lee, United States army, commanding the troops sent 
by the President of the United States to suppress the insurrec- 
tion at this place, demands the surrender of the persons in the 
armory buildings. 

If they will peaceably surrender themselves and restore the 
pillageor property, they shall be kept in safety to await the orders 
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of the President. Colonel Lee represents to them, in all frank- 
ness, that it is impossible for them to escape; that the armory 
is surrounded on all sides by troops, and that if he is compelled 
to take them by force he cannot answer for their safety. 

R. E. Lee, 
Colonel Commanding United States Troops. 



B. 
List of Insurgents — 14. 

John Brown, of New York, commander-in-chief, badly 
wounded; prisoner. 

Aaron C. Stevens, Connecticut, captain, badly wounded; pris- 
oner. 

Edwin Coppic, Iowa, lieutenant, unhurt; prisoner. 

Oliver Brown, New York, captain; killed. 

Watson Brown, New York, captain; killed. 

Albert Hazlett, Pennsylvania, lieutenant; killed. 

William Leeman, Maine, lieutenant; killed. 

Stuart Taylor, Canada, private; killed. 

Charles P. Tidd, Maine, private; killed. 

William Thompson, New York, private; killed. 

Adolph Thompson, New York, private; killed. 

John Kagi, Ohio, private; killed. 

Jeremiah Anderson, Indiana, private; killed. 

John E. Cook, Connecticut, captain; escaped. 

C. 
Negroes — 5. 

Dangerfield, Newby, Ohio; killed. 

Louis Leavy, Oberlin, Ohio; killed. 

Green Shields (alias Emperor), New York, unhurt; prisoner. 

Copeland, Oberlin, Ohio; prisoner. 

O. P. Anderson, Pennsylvania; unaccounted for. 

List of the Killed and Wounded by the Insur- 
gents — 14. 

Fontaine Beckham, railroad agent and mayor of Harper's 
Ferry; killed. 
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G. W. Turner, Jefferson county, Virginia; killed. 

Thomas Boerly, Harper's Ferry; killed. 

Heywood Shepherd, negro, railroad porter; killed. 

Private Quinn, marine corps; killed. 

Mr. Murphy; wounded. 

Mr. Young; wounded. 

Mr. Richardson; wounded. 

Mr. Hammond; wounded. 

Mr. McCabe; wounded. 

Mr. Dorsey; wounded. 

Mr. Hooper; wounded. 

Mr. Woollet; wounded. 

Private Rupert, marine corps; wounded. 



Colonel Lee to the Secretary of War. 

Harper's Ferry Arsenal, October 18, 1859. 

Sir, — Upon a more deliberate examination of the wounds of 
O. Brown, they are believed not to be mortal. He has three 
wounds, but they are not considered by the surgeon as bad as 
first reported. Please direct me what to do with him and the 
other white prisoners. I am very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
Colonel Commanding. 

The John Brown Letters. 
E. B. to John Brown. 

[Envelope.] [Printed] God Hath Made Of One Blood All 
Nations Of Men. [MS.] Capt. John Brown, Charlestown, 
Virginia. 

[Endorsed]: E. B., Rhode Island. 

Newport, R. I., Eleventh Month, 9th, 1859. 

John Brown: 

Dear Friend, — Thy letter of the 1st of this month, in which 
thee acknowledges the reception of my first letter, & says thee 
would be grateful for another from me, has quickened every 
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pulse of my woman's heart. I am very happy that it is within 
my power, even in so humble a manner, to contribute somewhat 
to thy consolation. Besides, I am, if possible, even happier to 
know from thyself that the opinion which thousands of Friends 
entertain in regard to thy attempt at Harper's Ferry is not in- 
correct; but that, as we believed, so it is indeed true, that thou 
didst undertake that brave & heroic work from the promptings 
of a strong religious concern. 

I have said before that the members of our Society, being non- 
resistants, do not generally approve of taking up arms; but, as 
during the war for independence, the patriotism of some Friends 
overcame their scruples on this point, so that they fought for 
liberty, so now I am of opinion that Friends approve thy inten- 
tions, & readily pardon the means employed in the nobleness of 
thy zeal for the poor slaves that thou mightst obtain liberty for 
them. Indeed, if it is ever right to take the sword in order to 
contend in defense of great principles, then, by all the circum- 
stances of thy life, that right has been thine. 

If La Fayette won the lasting gratitude of the American 
people, because he rendered aid in the great strife for freedom, 
they should not fail at the same time to remember that he gave 
his fortune & himself to the cause of those who were legally in 
rebellion, & avowed treason. Thou hast made as great a self- 
sacrifice. Thy fortune & thy life, like his, have been consecrated 
to the cause of human freedom. The red-taped circumlocution 
office of Buchanan's government may idolize the name of La 
Fayette, & seek to censure thee; but future history, which, like 
God's eye, views all things impartially, will justly rank thee, if 
a less successful, yet a not less honored defender of human 
rights. 

Yes, it is true, as well said by thee, that Christ armed Peter 
with a sword. If thee believes thvself, as called by thy inward 
spirit & sincere conscience to have been chosen to the work 
which thou hast undertaken, then thou hast no guilt in the sight 
of God, in that act. It is not obedience to human, but to divine 
laws, that makes our actions right. Thus the Word shows us 
that many of God's most eminent servants have been those who 
were called to violate human laws in behalf of truth & justice, 
& very many sealed their testimony with their blood. 
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Thy dear wife, & others mentioned by thee, shall be cared for 
by me, & I trust by all Friends, to the extent of my poor ability. 
Whatever can be done for their comfort or welfare, within my 
power, shall be very earnestly contributed. O, I do pray that 
thy poor wife, & all those of thy family living, may have much 
sympathy, & very many friends, for my heart bleeds for them in 
their great sorrow ! 

Now, my dear friend, what can I say to thee more ! I dread 
to speak the word that may be the last. Oh, I pray for thee 
morning & evening, that God would be very near thee & bless 
thee ! My heart, filled with sympathy for thee as it is, thrilled 
with joy when I learned that my dear Sister, Lydia Child, of- 
fered to nurse thee. How willingly would my hands perform 
that office for thee, if circumstances permitted ! It was very 
noble too, & generous minds will not forget it, that Geo. H. 
Hoyt volunteered his services in thy defence. A better advocate 
for thee than Portia he may have been; but, alas, he had to deal 
with a more cruel Shylock. 

God be with thee; &, if thee does never hear from me again, 
know that my tearful prayers are ever for thee. If thou must 
die, know that thou shalt be numbered among the martyrs. 
Read the Word much, & find there how those who were mar- 
tyrs for a righteous cause shall be most honored in a future life. 
O, I beg thee, I intreat thee, to put all thy trust in God ! Re- 
member that Jesus was legally executed, but that he died in be- 
half of justice & humanity! I myself should count it a glory to 
be lifted upon the same cross! 

If, now, my letters have furnished thee even one little moment 
of comfort, I am a thousand-fold repaid. God bless thee ! 
Farewell ! 

From thy friend, E. B. 



To Mrs. John Brown. 

[Envelope.] [MS]. Mrs. John Brown, Charlestown, Va 
[Endorsed]: Anonymous Nonsense. 

Toringford, Ct., Nov. 15th, 1859. 
To my unknown Friend Mrs. John Brown: 

I send you the following address, which is an exact copy 
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of one just sent to Governor Wise. Please show it to your 
husband's counsel, or to any friend or legal adviser. It may 
suggest some plan to mitigate his sentence, or secure its com- 
mutation to imprisonment for life. Be of good courage, and 
hope against hope. 

A Sympathizing Friend. 



To Governor Wise. 
To his excellency Governor Wise, of the State of Virginia: 

Very Dear Sir: 

I take this timely opportunity to call your profound at- 
tention to the unprecedented haste in the trial and conviction of 
John Brown and his associates for causing the riot and blood- 
shed at "Harper's Ferry." 

We ask no pardon in the case. But we do ask at least a 
year's delay to execute sentence. 

From what I see and hear I believe that if the State insists 
upon the execution of these men on the 2d day Dec. inst. , she 
will commit a serious and irretrievable blunder. 

Besides, this case can only be finally disposed of by the U. S. 
Court, which only by the Constitution is competent to try crim- 
inals in all cases of T R E A S O N. 

Now the only way for the South to put herself in a just posi- 
tion toward the North is to secure at once an extra session of 
the Virginia Legislator and by overruling the motion already 
made in arrest of judgment, refer the whole question to the 
Supreme Court of the United States for a final sentence ! If the 
South do not heed this counsel they will risk an attempt at res- 
cue and farther bloodshed. "A word to the wise is sufficient." 
" Be wise in time, 'Tis madness to defer." 

(Signed) An Onlooker. 

P. S. As the constitution provides that the Court of the 
United States alone is competent to try criminals in all cases of 
TREASON all the proceedings in the case of Brown up to 
this time on a charge of Treason are simply null and void in law. 

We will not believe that the Sovereign State of Virginia will 
in a moment of panic assume and keep such an attitude be- 
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fore the country and the world, as to make and execute laws for 
these United States until we are obliged to believe it. 



John Irvin to the Sheriff of Jefferson County, 
Virginia, Charlestown. 

[Envelope] [MS.] To the Sheriff of Jefferson County, Vir- 
ginia, Charlestown. 

[Endorsed]: John Irvin, Lima, Ohio. Warning. Not very 
reliable. 

Near Lima, Allen Co., O., Nov. 21st, '59. 

To the Sheriff of Jefferson Co. , Va : 

I have heard to day that muskets are being distributed in 
this and other free states for the rescue of Brown and Confed- 
erates at Charles Town, Convicted for grave offences against 
the laws of the State of Virgina. 

Whether the report be true or not I cannot say certainly, but 
the will of the Abollitionists and black republicans is good to do 
it, and there is no telling what the wild spirit of fannaicism will 
do particularly as it is urged on by relig. fanatics and politicle 
demagogues at all Events the authorities with you should be on 
the lookout and be prepared for contingencies. 

I heard Chase make a speech at lima a few days before the 
governors Election in whitch he said that the republican Organi- 
zation was to prevent the spread of Slavery in the terretorees and 
to Eradicate slavery from the whole Country, that he knew what 
the decisions of the Supreme Court would be in regard to Slavery 
in the territories and with regard to the fugitive Slave law, but 
that he was prepared to resist them. 

I am a Virginian but have been residing since 1857 in this 
County* but feel that I am in the wrong pew. 

In the true spirit of a Virginian I am, &c, 

John Irvin. 

P. S. My name kneed not go to the publick as it would be 
an injury to me, but the above statements are never the less 
true. J. I. 
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To the Clerk of Court, Charlestown. 
[No envelope, no endorsement.] 

(Copy.) 
"Clerk of the Court, Charlestown, Va. : 

Sir, — You had better caution your authorities to be careful 
what you — with " Ossawatimi Brown.'' So sure as you hurt 
One hair of his head — mark my word the following day you will 
see every City — Town and Village South of Mason & Dixon's 

line in 

Flames. 

We are determined to put down Slavery at any odds. 
Forcibly if it must. Peaceably if it can. 
Believe me when I tell you the end is not yet by a long odds. 
All of us at the North sympathize with the 

Martyrs of Harper's Ferry." 
On the Envelope: "Clerk of the Court, Charlestown, Ka- 
nawha Co'y, Virginia." 

Postmarked: " New York, Oct. 23, 1859." 



G. W. Gevin to Andrew Hunter. 

[Endorsed]: Frankfort Telegraph. 
By Telegraph. 

Frankfort, Ky., Nov. 22nd, 1859. 
Andrew Hunter: 

Did you on Fifteenth address a letter to the Mayor of 
Frankfort, Ky. ? Answer quick. 

G. W. Gevin, Mayor. 



Nemo to Andrew Hunter, Esq. 
[Envelope.] [MS.] Andrew Hunter, Esq., Att'y & C, 
Clarksburgh, Virginia. Suposed to be Charlestown, Va. 
[Endorsed]: Detective. 
[Printed]: Angier House, S. Merchant Proprietor. 

Cleveland, December 7, 1859. 
Dr. Sr. : 

I am here, & and as yet have no tidings of the party about 
whom I am in search of. 
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The probability is that the Detective Force I have employed, 
will find out something to at least give us a clue to the where- 
abouts of our Erring Child. God only knows how anxious I 
am as well as you to light on the person we seek ! 
Will write again in the morning. 

Yrs. truly, 

Nemo. 



Jesse Walker to Andrew Hunter, Esq. 
[No envelope.] [Endorsed]: Jesse Walker. 

New Market, Nov. 21, '59. 
Andrew Hunter, Esq., Charlestown, Va. 

Dr. Sir, — I see in the public prints that you are in possession 
of the correspondence of the notorious John Brown, and having 
allso noticed that Brown, when examined, stated that he expected 
assistance from North & South Carolina, my object in addressing 
you this note is to know whether he had or had not any corres- 
pondent in this State. We have an old Abolition Preacher in 
this State by the name of Daniel Worth who professes to be of 
the true Weslian faith that we are very suspicious of him, his 
associations is with persons of the very lowest order of Society. 
Horace Greely, Garret Smith, Gov. Chase and others are great 
men with him. I have no doubt you have been annoyed by 
letters from different parts of the country, but I hope you will 
pardon me as I am anxious, as well as many of my neighbours, 
to know if Brown had any correspondent in this country. 

Yours Respectfully, 

Jesse Walker. 
Andrew Hunter, Esq. 

Address: New Market, Randolph Co., N. C. 



Mahala Doyle to John Brown. 

[No envelope.] [Endorsed]: Mahala Doyle. 

(Copy.) 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, Nov. 20th, 1859. 
John Brown: 

Sir, — Altho' vengence is not mine I confess that I do feel 

gratified, to hear that you were stopped in your fiendish career 
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at Harper's Ferry, with the loss of your two sons, you can now 
appreciate my distress in Kansas, when you then & there entered 
my house at midnight and arrested my Husband and two boys 
and took them out of the yard and in cold blood shot them dead 
in my hearing, you cant say you done it to free slaves, we had 
none and never expected to own one, but has only made me a 
poor disconsolate widow with helpless children, while I feel for 
your folly I do hope & trust that you will meet your just reward. 
O how it pained my heart to hear the dying groans of my Hus- 
band & children, if this scrawl gives you any consolation you 

are welcome to it. 

Mahala Doyle. 

N. B. My son John Doyle whos life I beged of you is now 

grown up and is very desirous to be at Charlestown on the day 

of your execution, would certainly be there if his means would 

permit it that he might adjust the rope around your neck if Gov. 

Wise would permit it. 

M. Doyle. 



To Clerk of the Court of Jefferson County. 
[Endorsed]: Clerk of County Ct. of Kenawha. Menace. 

Kanawha C. H., Va., 29th Oct , 1859. 
Sir, — The inclosed is a copy of an anonymous* letter received 
by me last night. Thinking it may have been intended for you, 
I send the copy. The original has been enclosed to Governor 
Wise. 

On the Envelope the letter was directed thus: 

" Clerk of the Court, Charlestown, Kanawha Co'y, Virginia." 

Postmarked: " New York, Oct. 23, 1859." 

Yours. Resp., 

A. W. Quarrier, 
Cl'k Kanawha County, Va. 
To the Clerk of County Court, Jefferson C'ty, Va. 

* The letter here referred to is that printed above, addressed " Clerk 
of the Court, Charlestown." 

(to be continued) 



